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Romans 4:1 What shall we say then that Abraham our father, as pertaining to the flesh, hath 
found? 2: For if Abraham were justified by works, he hath whereof to glory; but not before God. 
3: For what saith the scripture? Abraham believed God, and it was counted unto him for 
righteousness. 4: Now to him that worketh is the reward not reckoned of grace, but of debt. 5: 
But to him that worketh not, but believeth on him that justifieth the ungodly, his faith is counted 
for righteousness. 6: Even as David also describeth the blessedness of the man, unto whom God 
imputeth righteousness without works, 7: Saying, Blessed are they whose iniquities are forgiven, 
and whose sins are covered. 8: Blessed is the man to whom the Lord will not impute sin. 

James 2:14 What doth it profit, my brethren, though a man say he hath faith, and have not 
works? can faith save him? 15: If a brother or sister be naked, and destitute of daily food, 16: 
And one of you say unto them, Depart in peace, be ye warmed and filled; notwithstanding ye 
give them not those things which are needful to the body; what doth it profit? 17: Even so faith, 
if it hath not works, is dead, being alone. 18: Yea, a man may say, Thou hast faith, and I have 
works: shew me thy faith without thy works, and I will shew thee my faith by my works. 19: 
Thou believest that there is one God; thou doest well: the devils also believe, and tremble. 20: 
But wilt thou know, O vain man, that faith without works is dead? 21: Was not Abraham our 
father justified by works, when he had offered Isaac his son upon the altar? 22: Seest thou how 
faith wrought with his works, and by works was faith made perfect? 23: And the scripture was 
fulfilled which saith, Abraham believed God, and it was imputed unto him for righteousness: and 
he was called the Friend of God. 24: Ye see then how that by works a man is justified, and not 
by faith only. 25: Likewise also was not Rahab the harlot justified by works, when she had re-
ceived the messengers, and had sent them out another way? 26: For as the body without the spirit 
is dead, so faith without works is dead also. 

Introduction
In the past three Sundays, we have been learning about the Doctrine of Justification. Let’s have a 
quick review of what we have learned so far. 

First, we learned that we are justified by God.  
Romans 4:5 But to him that worketh not, but believeth on him that justifieth the ungodly, his 
faith is counted for righteousness. 
The God Who is holy, pure, just, righteous, all-knowing and all-wise God that justifies the un-
godly. 



Secondly, we learned that we are justified by His blood 
Romans 5:9 Much more then, being now justified by his blood, we shall be saved from wrath 
through him.
This refers to the method of our justification is the substitutionary death and sacrifice of the 
Saviour.  

Thirdly, we learned that we are justified by faith. 
Romans 3:28 Therefore we conclude that a man is justified by faith without the deeds of the 
law.
This refers to the means by which we may receive the benefit of the perfect sacrifice of our Lord 
Jesus Christ and the righteousness of Christ put to our account. It is received by believing on the 
Lord Jesus Christ.  

Fourthly, we learned that we are justified freely by His grace. 
Romans 3:24 Being justified freely by his grace through the redemption that is in Christ Jesus:
This refers to the motive of justification, it was sheer grace that moved God to forgive and de-
clare us righteous.  

In summary, Justification is the act of God whereby He pardons the sinner of all his sins and 
accepts and accounts the sinner as righteous in His sight—justified by God, justified by His 
blood, justified by faith, and justified freely by His grace. 

Today, let’s talk about ... 
V – The Manifestation (Marks) of Justification
The apostle Paul spent the first three chapters in his letter to the Romans focusing on the univer-
sal need for and gracious provision of justification by faith. Now a good teacher anticipates ques-
tions and objections, and that how Paul is. As he declares the freeness of justification, he antici-
pated objections and one of the common objections of those who deny and reject the doctrine of 
justification by faith alone is that this doctrine encourages sin and lawlessness. 
Romans 6:1 What shall we say then? Shall we continue in sin, that grace may abound? 2: God 
forbid. How shall we, that are dead to sin, live any longer therein? 
Since God freely justifies not those who try hard, but instead those who do not work; and since 
He justifies not those who are good people, but instead the ungodly, then why work at being 
good? Why not just eat, drink, and be merry? They insist that this kind of teaching encourages 
sin and lawlessness.  

Does it? What is Paul’s response to this objection? 
Romans 6:2 God forbid. How shall we, that are dead to sin, live any longer therein? 
Paul’s answer to the common objection against justification by faith without the deeds of the law 
is “of course not! How can we, who are dead to sin go on sinning?” The free and gracious justi-
fication of sinners does not encourage lawlessness but instead it produces righteousness and obe-



dience in the believers. James addresses this subject in his letter. Please turn your Bibles to the 
book of James.  
James 2:24 Ye see then how that by works a man is justified, and not by faith only. 
At first reading, it sounds like James rejects justification by faith alone. But does James contra-
dict Paul? The answer is no. We need to understand that Paul and James wrote their letter to ad-
dress two different errors. What errors were they addressing? 

Let’s start with the apostle Paul. The apostle Paul was addressing the error of legalism. He was 
writing to people who were tempted to trust in their goodness and their good works for salvation. 
He was addressing people who believe in justification by faith plus works. To show that justifica-
tion is by faith alone, without the deeds of the law, the apostle Paul in Romans 4:1-5 goes back to 
the very beginning, citing Abraham as the model. 
Romans 4:1 What shall we say then that Abraham our father, as pertaining to the flesh, hath 
found? 2: For if Abraham were justified by works, he hath whereof to glory; but not before 
God. 3: For what saith the scripture? Abraham believed God, and it was counted unto him for 
righteousness. 4: Now to him that worketh is the reward not reckoned of grace, but of debt. 5: 
But to him that worketh not, but believeth on him that justifieth the ungodly, his faith is counted 
for righteousness.  
Paul clearly and plainly makes the point that Abraham is justified not by works, but by faith. If 
Abraham is justified by works; if he is justified by his own efforts and personal accomplishment, 
then he can boast about it. But since justification is given freely by grace and is received by faith 
alone, then boasting is excluded. 

Now, while the apostle Paul was addressing the error of legalism, James was addressing the error 
of antinomianism or lawlessness. While Paul wrote to people who were tempted to trust in their 
works for salvation, James wrote to those who were inclined to think mere intellectual assent 
could save them. So, James refutes that in ... 
James 2:17 Even so faith, if it hath not works, is dead, being alone. 18: Yea, a man may say, 
Thou hast faith, and I have works: shew me thy faith without thy works, and I will shew thee my 
faith by my works. 19: Thou believest that there is one God; thou doest well: the devils also be-
lieve, and tremble. 20: But wilt thou know, O vain man, that faith without works is dead? 21: 
Was not Abraham our father justified by works, when he had offered Isaac his son upon the al-
tar? 22: Seest thou how faith wrought with his works, and by works was faith made perfect? 23: 
And the scripture was fulfilled which saith, Abraham believed God, and it was imputed unto him 
for righteousness: and he was called the Friend of God. 24: Ye see then how that by works a 
man is justified, and not by faith only. 25: Likewise also was not Rahab the harlot justified by 
works, when she had received the messengers, and had sent them out another way? 26: For as the 
body without the spirit is dead, so faith without works is dead also. 

James is not denying that one is justified by faith alone; what he was rejecting was a kind of faith 
that does not produce good works. James was dealing with people who claim to have faith and 
yet not evidenced by good works. He was refuting empty profession. So, we read in ... 



James 2:14 What doth it profit, my brethren, though a man say he hath faith, and have not 
works? can faith save him? 
James is not saying that the person in question actually has saving faith but not works. Instead, 
the person “says” or “claims” he has faith. The issue is, “Can that kind of faith that does not 
produce good works save him?” The answer is, no! Faith that does not produce good works is 
not true biblical faith. 

Now, don’t misunderstand James. He is not saying that justification is by faith plus good works. 
No! What he is saying is that true biblical faith, the faith that justifies produces good works. 
When James wrote, “Was not Abraham our father justified by works, when he had offered Isaac 
his son upon the altar?” (James 2:21), he was referring to the works of Abraham which proved 
his faith by his works. The works of Abraham that James mentions here, were the result of justi-
fication which came by faith. The works of Abraham were the evidence of his salvation, the 
proof of his justification. James is not referring to salvation but rather is pointing to the mark of 
true salvation.  

James goes on to say in verse 18, “shew me thy faith without thy works, and I will shew thee my 
faith by my works.” Here, he is speaking about demonstrating the genuineness of faith. 

This important truth is clearly captured for us in ... 
Titus 3:4 But after that the kindness and love of God our Saviour toward man appeared, 5: Not 
by works of righteousness which we have done, but according to his mercy he saved us, by the 
washing of regeneration, and renewing of the Holy Ghost; 6: Which he shed on us abundantly 
through Jesus Christ our Saviour; 7: That being justified by his grace, we should be made heirs 
according to the hope of eternal life. 8: This is a faithful saying, and these things I will that thou 
affirm constantly, that they which have believed in God might be careful to maintain good 
works. These things are good and profitable unto men. 
These words were written by the apostle Paul by the inspiration of God. So, Paul and James are 
on the same page. They do not contradict each other. So please don’t misunderstand James. 
James is not saying that we are justified by faith plus good works. No! He is simply saying that 
true biblical faith, the faith that justifies also sanctifies. God did not justify us so that we will re-
main ungodly. No, God justifies the ungodly so that the ungodly will now become godly. This is 
called sanctification. Sanctification follows justification.  
1 Corinthians 6:11 And such were some of you: but ye are washed, but ye are sanctified, but ye 
are justified in the name of the Lord Jesus, and by the Spirit of our God. 
He redeemed us, He regenerated us, He justified us to sanctify us. Justification and sanctification 
are always together. J. C. Ryle, “No one is regenerated who is not justified. No one is justified 
who is not regenerated. No one is regenerated and justified who is not progressively sanctified.”  

But do not confuse justification with sanctification. Justification is by faith and faith alone. The 
ground of our justification is the merit of the Lord Jesus Christ put to our account by the grace of 
God and received by faith. Sanctification and obedience are not the basis or ground of our salva-
tion. We are not saved because we are being sanctified but rather, we are being sanctified be-



cause we are already saved. Holiness and obedience do not add to your salvation. They do not 
make your justification complete. But it is the necessary fruit and proof of salvation and justifica-
tion. God saved us not only to justify us but also to sanctify us.  

An unknown author differentiates justification and sanctification this way ... 

Justification is free (Jn. 4:1) 
Sanctification is costly (Lk. 14:25-33) 
Justification is instantaneous (Jn. 3:8) 
Sanctification is a life-long process (Jn. 8:31) 
Justification is by faith (Eph. 2:8) 
Sanctification is by faithfulness (1 Cor. 4:2) 
Justification is not of works (Eph. 2:9) 
Sanctification is of works (Eph. 2:10) 
Justification involves Christ’s love for me (Jn. 3:16) 
Sanctification involves my love for Christ (1 Jn. 4:19) 
Justification concerns Christ’s righteousness (2 Cor. 5:21) 
Sanctification concerns my righteousness (Lk. 14:25-33) 
Justification involves my position in Christ (Col. 2:11-14) 
Sanctification involves my practice (Col. 3:1-11) 
Justification considers what God has done (1 Cor. 15:3-4) 
Sanctification considers what I am doing (Lk. 14:25-33) 
Justification is God’s commitment to me (1 Jn. 5:9-13) 
Sanctification is my commitment to God (Jn. 14:15) 
Justification requires obedience to one command: to believe the Gospel (Ac. 6:7) 
Sanctification requires obedience to all of Christ’s commands (Matt. 28:19-20) 
Justification focuses on the cross which Jesus took up once and for all (1 Cor. 1:18) 
Sanctification focuses on the cross which I am to take up daily (Lk. 9:53) 
Justification is finished at the moment of faith (Jn. 5:24) 
Sanctification is not finished until I go to be with the Lord (1 Cor. 9:24-27) 

Closing Thoughts 
Let me say it again, the free and gracious justification of sinners does not encourage lawlessness 
but instead it produces righteousness and obedience in the believers. As someone pointed out, 
“Actually, grace inspires us even more because it is based on love and freedom, not slavery to 
the “rules” and trying to earn God’s favor. The basis of our lives is actually Christ living His life 
through us. So, it is not us doing it but Christ living in us (Galatians 2:19-20). You will find a 
much more fruitful life living by grace.” 

The motivation for good deeds is gratitude and appreciation for the undeserved, unmerited grace 
of God. Because it is grace it leaves the justified sinner lost in wonder, love, and praise and the 
fruit is godliness and good works. This biblical doctrine of justification encourages holy living 
and obedience and in return gives all the glory to God. 



1 Corinthians 1:30 But of him are ye in Christ Jesus, who of God is made unto us wisdom, and 
righteousness, and sanctification, and redemption: 31: That, according as it is written, He that 
glorieth, let him glory in the Lord. 

Have you been justified by His grace? Have you been justified by His blood? Have you been jus-
tified by faith? Have you come to a place in your life where you acknowledged before God that 
you are a sinner and that you deserve His just and righteous judgment? And have you come to a 
place in your life where you acknowledged before God that you need of a Saviour? If you have 
not, there is still time for you to come to that place. The Lord offers you His righteousness. He is 
ready, willing, and able to justify you regardless of who you are and what you have done. Just 
open you heart to Him and receive Him as your Righteousness, as your Saviour. Do not seek to 
establish you own righteousness, for in Isaiah 64:6, we read, “ But we are all as an unclean thing, 
and all our righteousnesses are as filthy rags; and we all do fade as a leaf; and our iniquities, like 
the wind, have taken us away.”  
Oh, put your faith on the Lord Jesus Christ and He will forgive you. He will pardon all your sins 
and He will declare you righteous. You may have been ungodly, but remember Christ is able to 
declare you righteous because He died for the ungodly. He already paid the penalty you deserve. 
He took your place. Oh, come to Christ. Come to Him because He invites you to come to Him. 
Call upon Him because He commands you to call upon Him. Believe on Him because He 
promises to save and justify those who believe on Him that justifies the ungodly. 

Oh, Christians let’s get this message out that God justifies the sinners. Let’s get the message out 
that God justifies the ungodly freely by His grace, by His blood, and by faith. Let’s get this glo-
rious and gracious gospel message out for we do not know how much time we have left before 
the Lord Jesus Christ comes back! 
 
AMEN! 


